
© 2020 FCA INTERNATIONAL | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | 1 PARKVIEW PLAZA, SUITE 610 | OAKBROOK TERRACE, IL 60181 
  PHONE (866) 322-3477 | WWW.FINISHINGCONTRACTORS.ORG     

 
 
 
 

Week of 8-3-20 
Volume 20 | Issue 17 

 
Congressional Overview 
The Senate was in session this week, while the House departed for a tentative five-week recess. However, the House 
could return as negotiations continue on the effort to aid the coronavirus-ravaged U.S. economy. The Senate is 
scheduled to begin its August recess next week. Efforts to reach a coronavirus relief package deal stalled last week 
despite the looming July 31 expiration of emergency unemployment benefits.  
 
Democrats and Republicans alike said they were unable to reach a deal before the deadline, both indicating that 
there was no clear path forward. At this point, members of Congress may resort to piecemeal legislation or short-
term fixes rather than complete a long-term legislative solution. 
 
Negotiations Continue on COVID-19 Stimulus Package 
Negotiations on the COVID-19 stimulus package continued and Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) stated that she expects 
talks to go on through at least next week. House and Senate Democrats met with White House officials with those 
discussions centered on education funding and the reopening of schools. The biggest obstacle in reaching an 
agreement is the $600 weekly unemployment payments, which expired on July 31.   
 
Other issues still being discussed include aid to state and local governments; funding for the U.S. Postal Service 
because of the expected increase in mail-in ballots for the November election; an extension of the federal eviction 
moratorium (President Trump has stated he may issue an executive order to extend the eviction 
moratorium); liability protections; additional funds for the Paycheck Protection Program; and coronavirus testing, 
tracing, and treatment.   
 
NIH Investing in Millions of COVID-19 Tests in Preparation of Flu Season  
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is investing $248.7 million in seven diagnostic companies in the hope of adding 
millions of COVID-19 tests by the time the flu season returns this fall. The investments support a range of rapid and 
traditional lab-based technologies, including saliva sampling and advanced gene sequencing. Roughly half of the 
country's tests are processed on site via rapid point-of-care machines, but the wait for tests processed in a lab can 
take anywhere from a couple days to a couple weeks.   
 
FY 21 Appropriations Update 
Last Friday, the House passed its second FY 21 minibus by a 217-197 vote. The minibus contained the Labor-HHS, 
Defense, Commerce-Justice-Science; Energy and Water; Financial Services; and Transportation-HUD bills. The House 
has now approved all but two spending bills (Homeland Security and Financial Services), which are not expected to 
receive floor consideration.   
 
The Senate Appropriations Committee still has not released or marked up its bills, amid a dispute between the parties 
over which amendments can be offered and top line spending limits. Congress is not expected to finalize FY 21 
appropriation (funding) bills until after Election Day. 
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Census Ending Count A Month Earlier than Originally Scheduled 
The U.S. Census Bureau will end its nationwide count on Sept. 30, a month earlier than previously planned, the 
agency’s director said. Only 63 percent of the nation’s estimated 121 million households have responded to the 2020 
census by mail or phone or online. The last-minute change to the timeline raises concerns about the accuracy of the 
count, which is used to determine representation in Congress and state legislatures. 
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