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Monthly Safety Advisory Call
April 2026

Heat Stress – OSHA National Emphasis Program

HazCom – Chemical Inventory Lists and SDS
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Safety Helpline is an FCA Member Benefit

safetyhelpline@finishingcontractors.org 

(844)-414-SAFE

For Your Safety Questions:

Contact Us:

Your Questions are Private and are 
Answered by a Safety Professional.
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OSHA News
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National Emphasis Program (NEP)

Increasingly recognized as a 
serious work-related 
injury/illness factor, 
especially in construction

OSHA News

2025
❖ More than 50 heat-related 

worker fatalities
❖ 18 in construction

(more than one third)
❖ 28,000 workplace injuries 

related to heat exposure
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FOCUS

Outdoor and Indoor Environments

Construction

General Industry

Maritime

Agriculture

OSHA News

2361 – Residential Building Construction
2362 – Nonresidential Building Construction
23815 – Glass and Glazing Contractors
2383 – Building Finishing Contractors
23831 – Drywall and Insulation Contractors
23832 – Painting and Wall Covering Contractors
23833 – Flooring Contractors
23834 – Tile and Terrazzo Contractors
23835 – Finish Carpentry Contractors
23839 – Other Building Finishing Contractors
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Heat Stress

National Emphasis Program 

(NEP)
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National Emphasis Program (NEP)

Temporary programs that
focus OSHA's resources on
particular hazards and
high-hazard industries

OSHA identifies certain 
activities and industries 
with high rates of 
workplace injuries and 
illnesses

OSHA News

Fall Prevention/Protection
Machine Guarding

Heat Stress
Excavation
Respirable Crystalline Silica
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National Emphasis Program (NEP)

Compliance Officers may 
show up for any reason

Outreach

Investigation

Inspection

Complaint

Follow-up Visits

On site for another reason

OSHA News
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Where?

Outdoors on hot sunny days

Days when the heat index is 
above 80⁰F

Indoors in un-air-
conditioned buildings

Poorly ventilated structures

Under roof decks

Enclosed areas

Buildings with limited 
cooling

OSHA News

Indoor heat is just 
as dangerous as 
outdoor heat!

(sometimes more)
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What?

High-exertion tasks
(lifting, carrying, mobility)

Enclosed spaces with 
poor/no ventilation

Minimal air circulation
(breeze)

Breaks not emphasized

Employees often expected 
to provide their own water

Minimal breaks

OSHA News

The EMPLOYER 
must provide for 

worker relief
(breaks, water, 

monitoring, etc.)
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Heat Stress Program

While not required (YET), 
OSHA expects employers to 
have a heat stress program 
to protect workers from the 
effects of heat exposure.

Citations are issued under 
the General Duty Clause.

A standard is being 
developed.

OSHA News



©2025 FCA. All Rights Reserved.

12

Presentation developed by: ©2026

Heat Stress Program

OSHA visits last year…

Looking for:

Employee knowledge

Understanding of signs/symptoms of 
heat-related stress

Available water

Available shade

Available means of cooling

OSHA News
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Heat Stress Program

Is there a plan?

OSHA News
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• Start work earlier or 
later based on expected 
high-heat periods

• Rotate workers to reduce 
time-in-heat

• Requires some 
management

• Intentional!

Heat Stress Program

Worker Protection - Have a plan

Intentionally implement the plan

Engineering controls

Schedule work and work rotations 
to avoid the hottest work periods

Schedule and enforce shade/rest 
breaks

Provide plenty of COOL drinking 
water

OSHA News

• Evaluate heat stress 
conditions the day prior

• Notify key responsible 
persons

• Follow-through
• After action review

• Cooling fans
• Misting fans
• Air-conditioned areas of 

refuge/rest
• Tents/canopies

• Breaks should not be left 
up to the employee

• Should be frequent. 
Frequency is dependent 
on exposure

• EMPLOYERS are 
responsible for providing 
drinking water

• Consider also providing 
electrolyte drinks
(powdered electrolyte packets are 
available for mixing into water)

• Avoid beverages high in 
sugar or caffeine
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• Hazards
• Signs and symptoms of 

heat-related illness
• Reporting
• Response
• First Aid

• What to do…
• Cold packs
• Cooling means

Heat Stress Program

Worker Protection

Training

Acclimatization

Effort

Monitoring

OSHA News

• Workers need time to 
get used to the heat
• Beginning of hot 

season
• New hires/workers
• Workers returning 

after time off

• If heavy human effort is 
required, reduce work 
periods and increase 
breaks

• Reschedule for a cooler 
time period or another 
day

• Supervisor should look 
for and be alert to signs 
and symptoms

• Workers should look out 
for each other
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Hazard Communication

GHS
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Hazard Communication Standard –
29 CFR 1910.1200

Hazardous Chemicals Inventory List

Commonly neglected, often cited

Must list all hazardous chemicals in the 
workplace

Unique Identifier
(product name must match the SDS

Must have SDS for all chemicals on the list

Reviewed annually

Continually updated

Hazard Communication
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Hazard Communication Standard –
29 CFR 1910.1200

Product Name

Chemical Name

Which one is used in the workplace?

If the common name is different
from the SDS name they must both
be on the list AND the SDS.

Hazard Communication



©2025 FCA. All Rights Reserved.

19

Presentation developed by: ©2026

Hazard Communication Standard – 29 CFR 1910.1200

Managing your SDS system

Review your list of hazardous chemicals annually

Compare it with what is actually used in the field

Ensure you have an up-to-date SDS for each chemical used in the workplace

Retail items used as intended by the manufacturer do not require SDS in the workplace

SDS Management
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Hazard Communication Standard – 29 CFR 1910.1200

Managing your SDS system

Check each SDS to ensure it is complete and the pages are in order

Organize the SDS book

• Alphabetically?
• By chemical type?
• By operation or process?

Have local copies available at all work areas

• Office
• Plant
• Near emergency station
• Near an exit

Inspect and update regularly

SDS Management
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Hazard Communication Standard – 29 CFR 1910.1200

Managing your SDS system – Best Practices

An up-to-date SDS book should be:

• kept on all foreman trucks for mobile work

• kept in the gangbox or with the safety/emergency equipment on all static sites

Don’t rely exclusively on online or electronic resources

For specific sites develop a site-specific SDS book referring only to the chemicals that will be 
used on that job and at that site. Include it with the job scope and prints

Make sure all workers are aware of its location and how to use it

SDS Management
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Hazard Communication Standard – 29 CFR 1910.1200

Managing your SDS system – Best Practices

Provide awareness training of all hazards presented by the chemicals being used, especially 
new chemicals or those not frequently used.

• Hazards

• Protective measures including PPE

• Emergency response actions; fire, spill/leak, damaged container, etc.

• First aid

If an SDS is pulled and provided to emergency services replace it immediately

SDS Management
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Safety Helpline is an FCA Member Benefit

safetyhelpline@finishingcontractors.org 

(844)-414-SAFE

For Your Safety Questions:

Contact Us:

Your Questions are Private and are 
Answered by a Safety Professional.
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